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Classroom Guidelines
In addition to following all rules and policies contained in the Foothill Middle School Student Handbook, I have three basic expectations of students:

Expectations:
1. Arrive on time and prepared to learn.
2. Listen to any person who is speaking.
3. Respect others and their property.
Consequences*:

1. Warning (name on board)
2. 15 minute detention (name plus check)
3. Detention and phone call home (name plus two checks or more than one detention received in one week).
4. Referral to office and/or parent conference and/or class suspension for serious misbehavior or a pattern of misbehavior.
Tardy policy: 

You must be in the classroom when the tardy bell rings. The consequence for a tardy is a 15 minute detention. No warnings will be given. (Likewise for students who chew gum in class.)
Academic Expectations and Assessments
Purpose: 
The purpose of this class is to ensure that you the student are capable of writing each of the four main types of essays (narrative, persuasive, response to literature, summary) at a proficient level. Successfully accomplishing this goal requires students to master grade level standards in all related areas: reading, writing, and language conventions. Language Arts 7 (H) is an “advanced” class, which is distinguished by increased…
*Rigor 


* Student motivation

*Pacing


* Opportunities for creativity and independence

Accelerated Reader: 

Reading is an essential life-skill and is an important part of this class. As part of daily homework, students are expected to read independently at least 30 minutes every day in order to meet the California State Standards requirement that, “by grade eight, students read one million words annually on their own.” You will use the computer-based Accelerated Reader (AR) program as a means of expanding your exposure to and enjoyment of literature as well as improving your reading ability. Accelerated Reader counts for 10% of your grade.
Homework:
In addition to reading independently for 30 minutes daily, students can expect 10-30 minutes of homework each night. If you need help with homework, you should call a homework buddy or ask me after school or at lunch. If homework is neat and complete, you receive a stamp, which earns you full points for the assignment. If you do not receive a stamp, I expect you to come in at lunch or after school to get the help you need and to complete the work. You earn half credit for work that is complete but not stamped.
Benchmark tests:

 You will take four benchmark tests throughout the year. These district-wide benchmark tests are designed to ensure that all students master essential standards-based concepts and are in addition to regular grammar, literature, and writing assessments in class. Benchmarks 2 and 4 are cumulative final exams. (That means they will cover everything you learn during the year.)
 Writing assessments:

 Seventh graders take two major writing tests during the year: a district and a state test. The Azusa Unified School District Language Arts Performance Assessment (LAPA) is administered at the end of semester one and at the end of semester two to measure the improvement in your writing that will come from all your hard work this year. For seventh grade LAPA, students will write a persuasive essay and a response to literature essay. Seventh graders also take the California STAR Writing Test. This is a one day test (on-demand writing) that helps prepare students for the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). This test is generally given the first Tuesday in March and may test any of the four writing genres covered in seventh grade (narrative, persuasive, response to literature, or summary).
Absences and late work:

It is extremely important that you be in class every day! If you are absent, you are responsible for all missed assignments and materials. All assignments are written on the class calendar in the back of the room; missed worksheets and handouts are in the “extra worksheets” basket on the back table. You will have one day to make up work for every day you are absent – remember when you return from being absent, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to catch up on all missed notes and assignments. To turn in missed work, you must write “ABSENT” at the top of the page and get all required stamps to receive full credit. 

In addition, you may use an “oops” (on Renaissance merit cards and Courtesy Cards) to turn in a regular assignment ONE DAY late. For all other purposes, work may not be turned in late.
Non-negotiables:
1. Every paper must have a proper heading: first and last name, date, period, assignment title

2. Start every sentence with a capital letter and end every sentence with an end mark

3. All writing must be neat and legible

4. Every sentence must have a subject, a predicate, and express a complete thought

There will be a 5 point deduction on any assignment that does not follow these guidelines.

Grading policy:

Student work will be evaluated according to the standard A-F scale, as described in the Foothill Student Handbook.


The percentage breakdown of your final grade is as follows:

Writing (30%)
Tests (30%)
Homework (15%)
Classwork—Work completed during the class period (15%)

AR (10%)
[image: image1.wmf]STUDENT CONTRACT (Due on 9/2/11)
I, _______________________________, have read the Classroom Guidelines and Academic Expectations for my Language Arts class and understand what is expected of me in terms of attendance, assignments, and classroom behavior. I acknowledge that, should I choose to disregard any of the procedures and/or rules of this classroom, consequences will follow and my grade will be affected.

____________________________________

_________________
Student Signature






Date

PARENT NOTICE OF STUDENT CONTRACT

I have read the Classroom Guidelines and Academic Expectations for my child’s Language Arts class and understand what is expected of him/her in terms of attendance, assignments, and classroom behavior. I acknowledge that should he/she choose to disregard any of the procedures and/or rules of the classroom, consequences will follow and his/her grade will be affected. (For specific consequences, please refer to the appropriate section of the Classroom Guidelines and Academic Expectations.)
AVISO A LOS PADRES DEL CONTRATO DEL ALUMNO
Se me ha informado acerca del Contrato de mi hijo o hija con la profesora de Lenguaje y entiendo lo que se espera de el/ella con respeto a su asistencia diaria, la tarea asignada y su conducta. Entiendo que si el alumno/alumna desobedece los procedimientos o reglas de esta clase habrá consecuencias que afectaran su calificación. (Hay una sección especifica en el programa de estudios para información sobre las consecuencias).
____________________________________________



Print name of parent or guardian/ Escriba su nombre
____________________________________________

_________________

Parent or Guardian Signature/ Firma del Padre o Madre


Date
   Please send grade progress reports to this email address: ______________________________

· Additional e-mail address (optional):______________________________________________
print student name








